
​​​​ROLF SCHULTE

Meet the great Rolf Schulte, the music world’s ultimate secret. When he played Beethoven’s Violin Concerto, one critic described his performance as “mind-warping.” But Schulte has focused his keen musical sensibility, high voltage technique and indomitable spirit on artists of our time, taking the gnarly and seemingly impossible and making music of translucent beauty. Composers are grateful, and such giants as Elliott Carter, Milton Babbitt, Donald Martino and Mario Davidovsky have all written pieces for him.  
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Schulte’s Bridge CD with Carter’s Violin Concerto “must be classed with the greatest violin and orchestra recordings ever made” according to one reviewer. On hearing him perform a Carter concert, Andrew Porter said in The New Yorker, “He plays with energetic litheness, a command of gesture and a sense of humor,” concluding simply, “What he does is beautiful.”

Born in Germany, Schulte started studying with his father, swept up prizes and came to the US to work with Ivan Galamian at the Curtis Institute, as well as Yehudi Menuhin and Franco Gulli. In addition to giving solo recitals, he performed with chamber groups and orchestras around the world.

Schulte’s New York debut at Town Hall, a tough program including Bartok and Webern, came as the result of winning a Young Concert Artists audition. Donal Henahan raved about his “technical fireworks, emotional heat and intellectual command.”  At the end of his New York Times review, Henahan sighed, “Composers should always be so lucky.”

And lucky they have been! For reasons of personal principle Schulte decided to present the works of many living composers but to small acclaim compared to the ovations he would have received performing the traditional repertoire. He has devoted entire concerts to the music of a single composer including Babbitt, Stravinsky, Schönberg, Bartok, Davidovsky, and Carter, among others. Schulte is one of the finest violinists in the world, in music of any period, and the Association for the Promotion of New Music (APNM) is proud to host a tribute concert at Merkin Hall, March 4th, 2015 at 8:00 pm, allowing the contemporary music community to show its appreciation for his contributions to American musical culture, and in a small way, affording him the recognition he so richly deserves.  

Contact: 

Email: rolfschulte75@gmail.com

Phone: c/o Tom James, 914.740.4069 

Website: rolfschulteviolin.com
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